
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO

 
 

 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue. 

 

 

Finance to the Fore at Cabinet 

Meeting 
 

 

Last Saturday saw the second meeting of the 

District Cabinet when some 40 Cabinet 

officers met to review the work of our 

District and also to plan the future 

programme of the District.  

 

 Inevitably Financial matters played a major 

role in the meeting . The Audited Accounts 

for the year to 30th June 2018 were approved 

and will be circulated to Clubs in January for 

their consideration in advance of the 

Convention in Kinsale where formal 

approval will be requested.   

 

Late payments of dues, both International 

and District by Clubs were a major point of 

discussion. District Treasurer Ger Cashman 

highlighted the challenge faced in securing 

payment. This has been an issue faced over 

the years by previous District Treasurers, 

and is a great waste of time. The issue is 

much more serious than simply late payment 

of dues, as Lions International implement a 

series of measures leading to the cancellation 

of the Club charter.  

 

This morning, I checked on MyLCI and 

found that 9 Clubs in District 133 Ireland 

are currently in Financial Suspension and 

future sanctions will put at risk the ability of 

these clubs to function over the Christmas 

period. 

 

I appeal to all clubs to pay both the 

International and District dues. I will not list 

the clubs –but all are aware of their position. 

My appeal is not just to club officers but also 

to club members to pay their club dues. I 

recognise that Club Treasurers face a 

challenge in receiving club dues 

 

Cabinet received a report from the District 

Communications Team (Frank Corr, Pat 

McCoole and Derek Reilly)  on their work 

on a Three Year Communications Plan. The 

draft of this plan will be presented at District 

Convention in Kinsale. and a 

Communications Workshop to support the 
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roll out of the plan will to be organised in 

Spring 2019. 

   

Youth Exchange Officer, Eoin O’Neill 

reported on the success of the Youth Camp 

and thanked the seven clubs, which provided 

support to the programme. He also 

highlighted the opportunity offered to Irish 

clubs to send young people to participate in 

youth camps internationally. Lion Eoin was 

congratulated on the success of the Project 

 

John O’ Donovan reported on the Diabetes 

Screening at the Ploughing Championships 

and the wish to raise our profile at both the 

Ploughing Championship and also at local 

level. Diabetes is one of the five major 

causes identified by Lions International and 

this is an area where Lions Clubs Ireland can 

make a difference.  

  

Paul Allan presented on the Forgotten 

Refugee Children Project, which was also 

presented at the four Area Conventions. This 

presentation reported on the work with 

Syrian refugee children in Camps in 

Lebanon. Cabinet endorsed the 

recommendation that every club be asked to 

donate €10 per member each year for the 

next 4/5 years to facilitate District 

contribution of $25,000 p.a. 

 

Eddie McCarthy updated Cabinet on the 

progress in planning for the 50th District 

Convention in Kinsale from 1st -3rd March 

2019. Reservations are to be made through 

the Kinsale Lions Club website which has a 

special section on the Convention 

www.kinsalelionsclub.org. Each Club and 

each District Project Officer is invited to 

submit a one-page project portfolio for 

display at Convention. 

 

District Youth Officer Brian O’Keeffe 

reported on the success of Carlow Lions 

Club in nominating the winner of the Young 

Ambassador Award. His proposals that  from 

2019 the District Youth Ambassador be 

sponsored by District 133 to attend the 

International Youth Camp and that in 

recognition of Darren McDonald becoming 

the first European Young Ambassador from 

District 133 he be sponsored to participate in 

the above in summer 2019, were agreed  

Lion Brian’s part in the running of the 

competition and in mentoring Darren was 

highlighted by the District Governor 

  

John Baitson reported on the success of the 

Youth Football this year, with the final being 

played in Dalymount Park a week earlier. 

John requested that from quarter finals stage 

Cabinet contributes €150 to each club 

participating.. This was agreed in principle, 

subject to a budget being presented to the 

Finance Committee. John’s success in taking 

over the running of the Competition and 

introducing new ideas was recognised by 

Cabinet. 

 

Pat Connolly, who has led the Lions Anti-

Bullying/Suicide Prevention Initiative  

requested Cabinet agreement to investigate 

setting up smart phone based website as a 

directory for all helplines to facilitate two 

click operation to contact relevant helplines, 

was agreed  

 

 

 

http://www.kinsalelionsclub.org/


 

 

From Syria to Wicklow Town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a long way from war-torn Homs in Syria 

to Wicklow town. But this is the journey that 

one Syrian refugee family have taken in 

2018. 

Wicklow Syria Appeal (WSA) group was 

established by Dermot Costello to assist 

Syrian refugees. The group decided to 

welcome a Syrian refugee family to 

Wicklow. WSA is a first for Ireland in that 

the project followed the Canadian 

Community Sponsorship model whereby a 

community comes together to welcome and 

integrate a refugee family. WSA partnered 

with NASC, the Red Cross and Goal. The 

community response in Wicklow was 

overwhelmingly supportive.  WSA worked 

with local Wicklow schools to educate, 

create awareness and raise funds.  

Bray Lions Club, Sugarloaf Lions Club and 

Wicklow & District Lions Club supported 

the project, along with many local businesses 

and individuals, who gave generously of 

their funds, time, resources and expertise. In 

December 2017 WSA volunteers started 

work on a semi-derelict house that was in a 

state of disrepair but, with a huge effort, the 

once uninhabitable house became a cosy 

home. The family, which had been living in 

refugee camps in the Lebanon was selected 

by the government and Red Cross. They 

arrived with much excitement on 24th April 

2018 to a sincere, warm and on-going 

welcome from the community of Wicklow.  

Six months later the family is well settled in 

Wicklow. The children are dedicated and 

hardworking school students at both Primary 

and Secondary level. Their parents are also 

learning English and actively seeking 

employment. They have made many local 

friends and impressed all with their dignity, 

optimism, humour and hospitality. The speed 

at which they have settled and integrated into 

the Wicklow community is a testament to the 

value of the community sponsorship model 

in refugee settlement programmes.  

 (See also in-depth article in The Irish Times 

: https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-

style/people/from-syria-to-wicklow-a-

desperate-family-an-irish-welcome-

1.3537684) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

‘Homeless Project’ replaces 

‘Street Children’ 
 

Lions District ‘Street Children’ project is to 

be re-named the ‘Homeless Project’. 

 

The change follows consultation between 

DG Frank O’Donoghue and Project Officer 

Paddy Cahill. It is recognised that the new 

name is more attuned to the work of the 

project. 

 

Paddy Cahill is asking for help again this 

year in our support of the needs of the 

homeless.  ‘With the onset of sub-zero 

conditions, there is an urgency in this appeal 

and, as usual, the recipients are countrywide.  

I respectfully ask that all clubs could bring 

this appeal to their members’ attention at 

their next meeting as this affects all ages in 

all areas of the country.  We are at crisis 

level and things are getting worse all the 

time’, he says. 

 

The nature of the project is to spend all 

monies on necessary items when 

required and leave no money sitting unused 

over the summer. As a result current funds 

have now been depleted.   

 

‘Monetary donations are essential to keep 

the project alive and, as per last year, we 

have a campaign running for hand 

knit/purchased hats, scarves and other 

outerwear.  However, I must stress that in 

order to purchase sleeping bags and other 

items, we still need as much financial help as 

before’. 

 

Bray Honours Industrialist 

 

Pictured are Sue McCleary, Dr. Barry 

McCleary, Bray Lions President Karl 

O’Broin, Sue and Oisin Gilbride 

(Megazyme) and Frank Corr (Bray Lions 

Club) 

Dr. Barry McCleary, founder and ceo of 

Bray technology company Megazyme was 

honoured by Bray Lions Club at its annual 

dinner, when he was awarded a Melvin 

Jones Fellowship. 

He was presented with the award by Frank 

O’Donoghue, District Governor of Lions 

Clubs Ireland and Karl O’Broin, president of 

Bray Lions Club. 

 

Born in  Australia, Barry received his PhD 

and Doctor of Science degrees from the 

University of Sydney, at which he is an 

Adjunct Professor.  



He founded Megazyme in 1988 in a garage 

off the side of his home in suburban Sydney. 

With his family, he relocated to Bray, 

Ireland in 1996. 

Megazyme is very much a local employer, 

based in the IDA Business Park on the 

Southern Cross Road in Bray. It employs 53 

staff, 30 of whom are scientists, and most are 

local. 

 

The company develops test kits to measure 

the quality of food, wine, beer and dairy 

products and 99% of its sales are exported to 

90 countries worldwide. 

Ten years ago Barry, his wife Eibhlin and 

Megazyme staff decided that Megazyme 

would become a socially aware company and 

instigate a “Justice” program where it would 

support worthwhile projects, both financially 

and with personal time input. The company 

initially committed 1 % of its turnover to 

supporting projects both in Ireland and 

worldwide. Over the past few years, this has 

grown to 3% of turnover. 

 

Megazyme has been a generous supporter of 

Bray Lions Club and it also supports small 

and large projects including Wicklow 

Hospice and Lakers. In 1918 the company’s 

major financial support went to the 

O’Cualann Affordable Housing Project, a 

project in which Barry’s wife Eibhlin has 

invested much time and commitment. 

Megazyme also supports Missionary 

Priests and Sisters working in some of the 

most deprived areas of Africa. 

 

 

 

 

From VDG Bernard Black 

 

Dazzling Dalymount Display 

 

 
 

 

The final of the Lions District 133 U-13 

soccer competition, between Tullamore 

Town FC and Wicklow Rovers AFC, took 

place at Dalymount Park, home of 

Bohemians, on Sunday 4th November.  

Although Wicklow Rovers took the lead in 

the first half, Tullamore Town scored three 

times in the second half to win 3-1, with 

some top quality football along the way.  

Check out the excellent video on the 

‘Ashbourne Lions Club’ Facebook page. 

 

The competition was organised this year by 

Lion John Baitson of the Ashbourne and 

District club, ably assisted on the day by his 

fellow club members who provided 

administration and hospitality.  The teams 

were welcomed to Dalymount by 

Bohemians’ club president Chris Brien, who 



also wrote a welcoming piece for the 

excellent match programme. 

 

The competition was inaugurated in 1997 by 

DG Eddie Davis and organised by Lion Billy 

Lynn of Antrim Lion Club, who was a guest 

at the conclusion of this 20th annual final 

and presented the cup to the winners. 

 

After the match, the teams, officials and 

supporters enjoyed the hospitality of 

Ashbourne and District Lions.  In a touching 

moment, Lion Billy Lynn was presented 

with a winners medal by Lion John Baitson, 

in recognition of Billy’s contribution to the 

project.  Billy then regaled the company with 

his stories of watching both International 

games and the annual Bohemians vs. 

Crusaders amateur friendly at Dalymount 

Park, played an unspecified large number of 

years ago.  Listeners were also delighted to 

hear that Billy’s grandfather played for 

Linfield and received an international cap, of 

which Billy is now the proud holder. 

 

Everyone present enjoyed the day 

immensely.  The atmosphere was terrific, the 

football was excellent, and the profile of 

Lions raised to a new level. 

 

 

 
 

Lion Billy Lynn presenting the cup to the 

winning captain Ryan Kenny, with Lion 

Eamonn Teehan, who was also involved in 

the development of the project.  

 

Lions Respond to Fire 
 

 

 
 

Pictured are Rosemary Lambe (President 

Sugarloaf), Fran Mooney, Gary Burton and 

Karl Ó Broin (President Bray). 
 



 

 

Bray and Sugarloaf Lions Clubs responded 

to the needs of Lakers Special Needs Club 

whose premises and buses in Bray were 

destroyed in a fire last month. 

The Club is currently in temporary 

accommodation and is seeking a new 

permanent home. 

 

Bray and Sugarloaf Lions raised €2,100 for 

Lakers at a Table Quiz in Bray Golf Club 

this week with Joe Grennan excelling as 

Quiz Master. 

Kilkenny Goes ‘Quackers’ 
 

 

 
 

Kilkenny Lions Club staged a sponsored 

duck race on the Savour Kilkenny Food 

Festival Bank Holiday Weekend. 

President Philip Tierney is pictured with 

Lions and helpers at the race. 

 

A ‘flotilla’ of 500 rubber duckies was 

masterfully ‘egged on’ by MC George 

Candler from Lady Desert Bridge to Johns 

Bridge. 

Proceeds went to the Good Shepherd Centre 

for the Homeless and Amber Women’s 

Refuge Centre. 

Lions project leader Celine Collins thanked 

all the people who sponsored a duck and also 

those people who gave separate donations 

before and at the race. 

Philip Tierney president Kilkenny Lions 

Club, was also delighted with the large 

attendance and it was a truly wonderful 

family occasion. 

Cathaoirleach of the County Council 

Eamonn Aylward and Mayor Peter Cleere 

started the race with Philip Tierney, Lisa 

Morris Amber and Celine Collins.  

Kilkenny Lions Club is also grateful to the 

Kilkenny Aqua Canoe Club under the 

leadership of Roger McClure for assisting on 

the day. 

 

Lions 300 ‘Job Interviews’ 

Do you remember having to take your first 

steps into adult life? Maybe you were scared 

of the prospect of having to interview for a 

job? 

This is where the New Ross Lions Club 

steps in to help students and equip them with 

the tools to confidently attend job interviews. 

This is the fifth year that members of New 

Ross Lions Club are visiting local second 

level schools and providing their Transition 

Year classes with a realistic job interview 

simulation followed by constructive 

feedback. 

Lions are looking forward to linking up with 

more than 300 students and the teachers of  

Our Lady of Lourdes Rosbercon,  

Ramsgrange Community School, Kennedy 

College, Good Counsel College and St 

Mary's Secondary School, New Ross. 



Peace Poster Celebrations 

 

 
 

To celebrate our 30th anniversary every 

Lions Club has been asked to engage with 

the youth in their community to sponsor a 

Peace Poster Contest entry with the theme 

“The Future of Peace”. 

Wicklow and District Lions club is delighted 

to be part of it in this special year and proud 

to announce that the local winner is Oliver 

Lawless and the runner up is Lucas 

Kavanagh both from CCM in Wicklow.   

Their teacher is Miss E Murphy.   Oliver and 

Lucas were presented with gift vouchers by 

Lions President Pat O’Brien. 

Monasterevin Lions Club was delighted to 

take part in the International Peace Poster for 

the first time with five schools participating 

and almost 200 entries. A special 

presentation night was held in Monasterevin 

Community Centrer with certificates and 

prizes for all 15 finalists and refreshments 

for all the proud parents.  

 

Pictured are Ann Dooley , club president 

and Paddy Donnelly, contest chairperson. 

 

Each poster is judged on originality, artistic 

merit and expression of the theme.    Posters 

advance through several judging levels: 

local, district, multiple district and 

international. At the international level, 

judges from the art, peace, youth, education 

and media communities select one grand 

prize winner and 23 merit award winner . 

Wicklow Lions wish both boys every good 

wish in the competition. 

 

 

Book Trabolgan Now ! 
 

 

 
 

Lions District 133 Annual Holiday Week is 

an ideal vehicle for providing service to our 

senior citizens and others in need.  Project 

Leader Donal Browning has confirmed that 

the holiday will again be held in Trabolgan 

from Friday, 7th June to Friday, 14th June 

2019 and the charge will be €265 per guest - 

the same as for the past four years. 

 

This Project has been one of the most 

successful in our District for over 38 years. It  

depends on club support and Lions Clubs 

who have not participated in recent years are 



invited to return this year. Small groups of 

four or five guests are welcome as well as 

larger groups. 

 

Trabolgan has again sponsored short break 

accommodation (Weekend Fri to Mon or 

Midweek Mon to Fri) for families of up to 

six for each of the 1st 50 Clubs to submit 

Booking Forms and Deposits.  The breaks 

can be taken in the 2019 season excluding 

Easter, the Lions Holiday Week, Bank 

Holidays or July/August.  They can be used 

by Clubs for fund raising purposes. 

 

Each Club should now appoint a Holiday 

Project Officer and insert contact details on 

the Booking Form.  On receipt of this Form, 

Holiday Guidance Notes and Guest 

Application Forms will be issued to the 

nominated Project Officer. 

 

Festive Drinks Fair 
Kilkenny Lions Club in association with The 

Wine Centre Kilkenny launched the 20th 

Annual Wine Beer & Whiskey Fair. 

The Fair is being held on Friday 23rd 

November in the Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny. 

Admission is €15 and over 70 great wines, 

beers and delicious whiskeys with gourmet 

chocolate , cheese and nibbles will be 

available to sample on the night. 

 

Philip Tierney president Kilkenny Lions 

Club said they were delighted to partner with 

the Wine Centre and that all proceeds will go 

towards helping the less fortunate people in 

Kilkenny City and County this Christmas.  

 

 
 

Philip Tierney is pictured with Lion Club 

members and staff from the Wine Centre at 

the launch. 

 

New Dublin Lions 

 
 

 
At their this week Dublin Lions President 

Werner Schwanberg welcomed two new 

members to Dublin Lions Club. Ruth Lalor 

and Philip Gardiner  who both have family 

ties to Lions, were congratulated by District 

Governor Frank , who was back with his 

club for the meeting. 



Omagh Service Awards 

 

 

 
 

During his recent visit to Omagh Lions Club, 

District Governor Frank O’Donoghue 

(pictured with club officers), presented Lions 

Service Awards to Lions Michael 

McCrossan (15 years), Colm Maguire (20 

years), Tony Laird (20 years), Patrick 

McAtee (20 years) and Sean Tierney (40 

years). 

 

 

Bargains Galore at Bray Auction 

 

A luxury break at Harvey’s Point multi-

award winning hotel in Donegal (pictured), 

dinner at the five star Dublin Intercontinental  

Hotel, membership of Kilruddery Estate and 

a complete home security system are among 

up to 100 items which will go under the 

hammer at the Bray Lions Club Annual 

Charity Auction which takes place at the 

Wild Goose, Main Street, Bray on Thursday 

29th November from 8.30pm. 

 

This annual event presents an ideal 

opportunity to pick up Christmas gifts and a 

wide range of items at bargain prices. 

Original artwork, crafts, hampers, vouchers 

and novelty items will all be on the list with 

some items likely to be sold for around €5. 

Lions Club member Danny Bohan, who will 

be auctioneer for the event , guarantees an 

evening of mirth, good cheer and even some 

excitement. He will accept telephone bids on 

086 8177355. A list of items to be auctioned 

will be posted on facebook.com/braylions 

All funds raised will be used by Bray Lions 

Club to support a programme of local 

projects and to support Bray community. 

 

Get ‘Kinsale Ready’ 

 

 



 

Kinsale and District Lions Club will host the 

50th annual District Convention.  

The event is expected to attract up to 300 

delegates and visitors to Kinsale over the 

weeknd 1st – 3rd March, 2019.  

Booking for the convention is now open. 

The Convention Director is Eddie McCarthy 

a past president of Kinsale Lions Club. The 

standard package costs €185.00 per person 

and includes two nights accommodation 

(March 1st /2nd 2019) based on two people 

sharing in a standard room, two tickets to the 

Governors Ball on Saturday night , one 

convention registration fee and/or one 

partners package. 

These rates are quoted on a pre pay basis 

only, but the booking can be cancelled with a 

full refund up to 48 hours before arrival date. 

Bookings can be made by contacting  

Fidelma at Actons Hotel. - 021 4779900  / 

fmccarthy@actonshotelkinsale.com 

Executive rooms cost an additional €20 per 

room per night subject to availability and 

single rooms also cost an additional €20 per 

night. 

A ‘Dine Around’ Kinsale Good Food 

Restaurants is available on the Friday  night 

at €40 pp payable on the night. 

For Lions attending only on the day, the 

convention registration fee is  €35 

Additional accommodation on Thursday or 

Sunday nights costs €45 pp sharing (standard 

room) 

 

It is YOUR Newsletter 
Thanks to all our contributors- please keep 

sending us news and images. 

 

1. Send material as early as possible in 

the week. Deadline remains 9am on Friday. 

2. Keep items as concise as possible- 

max 200 words. 

3. Please remember that our audience is 

Lions- not the general public. 

4. We welcome jpeg images but 

CANNOT accept pdfs. 

 

Communicate and WIN 
Lions District 133 is launching new Awards 

which will recognise excellence in 

communications. 

The District Communications Awards will 

be presented at the District Convention in 

Kinsale. 

Awards will be presented to Lions Clubs and 

Lions in four categories: 

1. Best Website 

2. Best Social Media Presence. 

3.Club PRO of the Year 

4. 'Scribe' award for club contributions to the 

District Newsletter. 

To enter the Best Website category please 

send your club website url to 

fcorr100@gmail.com by 1st December 2018. 

All submitted websites will be assessed by 

the District Communications Team during 

January 2019. 

 

 

 

 

…AND THAT’S ALL FOR THIS 

WEEK 

 

 


